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public awareness of rights and responsibil-
ities under the ADA. It is particularly impor-
tant to reach out in this effort to the small
business community, because it employs
most of our Nation’s private work force.

Employment is the best path to economic
security and to personal and professional ful-
fillment. I salute disability community lead-
ers, business and labor leaders, government
officials, community organizations, and con-
cerned citizens who are working together to
remove the remaining obstacles on that path
so that all Americans with disabilities have
the opportunity to contribute to our national
life.

To recognize the great potential of people
with disabilities and to encourage all Ameri-
cans to work toward their full integration in
the work force, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion approved August 11, 1945, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 155), has designated October of
each year as ‘‘National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 1998 as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, educators,
labor leaders, employers, and the people of
the United States to observe this month with
appropriate programs and activities that reaf-
firm our determination to fulfill both the let-
ter and the spirit of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 1, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 2.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Liberia
September 29, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Liberia is just emerging from a 7-year civil

war. Since democratic elections were held in
July 1997 there have been moments of insta-
bility in that country. In the past 10 days,
conflict erupted between Liberian security
forces and supporters of another former fac-
tion leader, Roosevelt Johnson.

On the morning of September 19, Liberian
government security forces fired on a small
group of Liberians led by former Ulimo
Krahn faction leader Roosevelt Johnson, who
was speaking with U.S. Embassy officials out-
side the Embassy compound, after Johnson
and his group were initially refused refuge.
When Liberian government security forces
opened fire on the group, the Embassy offi-
cials fled into the U.S. Embassy, and in the
chaos were joined by the Johnson party. Two
Americans were wounded in the melee and
four members of the Johnson party were
killed. The U.S. personnel injured in the gun-
fire were a government contractor and an
Embassy staff member.

Responding to a U.S. request for enhanced
security, forces of the Economic Community
of West Africa Observer Group (ECOMOG)
subsequently positioned themselves in a de-
fensive perimeter around the Embassy.
Later, a group of 23 supporters of Mr. John-
son was discovered hiding on the Embassy
grounds. After extensive negotiations be-
tween President Taylor and representatives
of the U.S. Government and western African
states, permission was obtained to airlift Mr.
Johnson and his party to Freetown, Sierra
Leone. This was accomplished without inci-
dent on September 25, 1998.

The situation in Monrovia continues to be
uncertain and could deteriorate. Although
ECOMOG forces remain in the vicinity of
the Embassy compound, their numbers have
been reduced. Our Embassy believes that se-
curity could deteriorate rapidly during Presi-
dent Taylor’s absence for an official visit to
France. The Embassy does, however, project
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that, barring further incidents, security
should significantly improve over the course
of the next several weeks as factional tensions
ease in the wake of Mr. Johnson’s departure.
There are approximately 230 non-official
American citizens in Liberia and 29 official
Americans at the Embassy.

On September 27, 1998, due to the tenu-
ous security situation and the potential threat
to American citizens and the Embassy in
Monrovia, a stand-by response and evacu-
ation force of approximately 30 U.S. military
personnel from the U.S. European Com-
mand deployed to Freetown, Sierra Leone.
About half of this unit has moved onto the
Navy’s coastal patrol craft, USS CHINOOK
(PC–9), which is operating in the waters off
Monrovia. The U.S. military personnel are
prepared, if needed, to augment the Embas-
sy’s security unit in Monrovia and to conduct
an evacuation of American citizens, if re-
quired. Although the U.S. military personnel
are equipped for combat, this action is being
undertaken solely for the purpose of prepar-
ing to protect American citizens and prop-
erty. The U.S. forces will redeploy as soon
as it is determined that the threat to the Em-
bassy compound has ended or, if an evacu-
ation is necessary, it is completed.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to assist in Embassy security and
the security of American citizens overseas.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks on Achieving a Budget
Surplus
September 30, 1998

Thank you very much. Let me begin by
saying to Kay McClure, we thank you for

being here. All of us who have been a part
of this effort to tame the deficit and to turn
our economy around, we did it for people
like you. And I think you made everybody
here proud to be an American and everybody
who was part of that project proud of that.

I’d like to thank the members of the Cabi-
net and administration who are here, and the
former Cabinet members. I would also like
to say that we invited Henry Fowler, who
was President Johnson’s Treasury Secretary
the last time the budget was balanced, to
come here, but he couldn’t come because
of hip surgery. Our thoughts are with him,
and his thoughts are with us today.

I want to thank Senator Moynihan and
Senator Robb, Senator Rockefeller, Senator
Breaux, Senator Conrad, Senator Dorgan.
Mr. Sabo, who was our chair, along with Sen-
ator Moynihan back in ’93; and Congressmen
Boyd, Brown, Edwards, Filner, Congress-
woman Furse, Congressmen Hastings,
Hinojosa, Markey, Vento, Wise, and Con-
gresswoman Thurman for being here.

The Vice President also noted that there
were several former Members of Congress
here who voted for the budget in 1993. There
are quite a number here, and since they—
most of them who are here paid quite a high
price for doing what makes it possible for
us to be here today, I’d like to ask them to
stand. Would every Member of Congress
who is no longer a Member of Congress, who
was here and voted for that budget in ’93
please stand. Thank you very much. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Mark Twain once said that two things no-
body should ever have to watch being made
are laws and sausages. And the aftermath
sometimes is not very pretty. They and many
others had to endure being accused of raising
taxes on people they didn’t, being accused
of not lowering taxes for people they did, and
all manner of other perfidy to try to bring
us to this moment, to break the spell that
had gripped America and led to a quad-
rupling of the debt of this country in the pre-
vious 12 years. And a lot of the people who
are still here took very significant risks, as
well, and set the stage for what has been
done since.

Let me ask you to begin by just thinking
about what 29 years means. Twenty-nine


